During the course of our researches, the senior author (1925) This happens because it is usually a very transient condition, preceding an attack of filarial lymphangitis, as shown in cases Nos. 2 and 6 discussed above. Another factor masking the location of urticaria in Indian cases is the pigmentation of the skin. Lastly, since urticarial attacks are produced by several other factors, they have been missed in cases where they should have been definitely ascribed to filarial infection. In this connection it may be pointed out that all the cases discussed above (except Nos. 2 and 6) were admitted into the hospital for various causes and not for filarial infection.
Acton {loc. cit.) has shown that giant urticaria is usually the result of sensitiveness to certain foods. The various pressor bases act in two ways: (a) on the involuntary muscular fibres, dilating or constricting the capillaries, and (b) increasing or diminishing the cell permeability of the endothelium. In much the same manner, the urticaria produced in the cases discussed here is due to certain foreign proteins liberated by the adult filarise in the human system. As shown by Acton and Rao (1929a) [ March, 1930. those individuals who are sensitive to this particular toxin, as was shown by Acton and Chopra (1924) (1) A detailed study of the correlation of urticaria to filariasis was undertaken.
(2) Seven typical cases of urticaria which were observed during the period are described.
(3) These cases were negative to all the tests used in diagnosing the cause of urticaria, but had microfilariae in their peripheral blood. It is therefore established that urticaria in these cases is due to filarial infection.
(4) The toxin liberated by the adult female worm during embryo-laying is responsible for the manifestation of urticaria.
(5) Urticaria is not seen to be a universal phenomena of filariasis. Individual susceptibility, as in other cases of allergy, evidently accounts for its restricted occurrence.
